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ComeBack ToWherelt
All Began...

Join your fellow ELRC members and vigt the land where our
Country began-Tidewater,Virginia, during the ELRC Fal Confer-
ence, October 14-18, 2001 at the Ramada Plaza Resort Ocean-
front in Virginia Beach. The Conference will feature informative
sessons relevant to your daily experiences back home. Planned
topics include:

= A discusson of the growing role of land trugts in land
use and preservation decisons and how this applies to the
2000 Chesapeake Bay Agreement.

= A discusson on federd funding initiatives and the bud-
oet, and their impact on conservation efforts.

= A look a argpidly growing city’s program of purchas-
ing development rights to maintain open space.

= A rurd ared's efforts to simulate economic growth
through sustainable development and ecotourism.

» Examples of federd, ate and locd governments working
together on land use and presarvaion efforts, such as the
Southern Watershed Area Management Program, a coopera-
tive effort between the dties of Chesgpeske and Virginia
Beech, the Hampton Roads Planning Didricc Commission,
and the Virginia Coagtd Program; and, the Fdse Cegpe State
Park/ Back Bay Naiond Wildlife Refuge cooperdive access
agreement.

...more Fall Conference news, page 4



FromtheELRC President...

Dear Friends

| ill can't get over the level of atendance at
this year's joint spring ELRC/WSLCA con-
ference. Asfar as| can recdl, it was one of
the best meetings that we have ever hed! |
was excited to see a number of States repre-
sented that have traditiondly not attended
past ELRC related events. West Virginia has
officidly joined ELRC, and | know that folks
from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Indi-
ana who attended the Spring meeting in
Washington, DC have been asked to serioudy
condgder joining. | can only hope that our
recently launched ELRC webste will generate
additiond interest in the organization and
perhaps can be used as a tool to entice other
non-participating dates to get involved. Vist
us a www.drc.org

Past presdent Jm Lawler from Minnesota
was recognized for dl he has done for our
organization, through the presentation of a
hand crafted wooden walking stick and a Buck
knife. Traditiondly we have given these
tokens of appreciation soon after the president
leaves office, so it is hoped that Jm does not
fed dighted having had to wait an entire year!

We are dl looking forward to an excdlent Fall
mesting with a high quaity agenda to be hed
in October in Virginia. | hope to see many of
you folks therel  Meanwhile, as dways, if
there is anything | can do for you, as presdent,
please do not hedtate in contacting me.

Ed Leary, Presdent

On TheFederal Front

BLM, Eastern
Statesto Acquire
Land in Virginia

The Department of the Interior hes been given an
oppartunity to acguire land in Fairfax County,
Virginia and meanege it to provide open oace for
recregtion, ewvironmentd education and wild horse
and burro interpretation.  The proposed acquigtion
congsts of 800+ acres the Mesdowood Farm on
Mason Neck in Farfax County.  This acouigtion
would be conggent with the County’s Comprehen-
dve Fan and hdp achieve Depatmeantd gods to
protect and consarve pubic land and naturd re-
ourcss  Though nat an exchange, the acquigtion is
tied to the trandfer of about 235 aores of land which
hes been idantified for resdentid devdopment & the
00rHo-be dosed Lorton Prison Ste

...continued on page 8
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What’s Happening in YOUR State?

Florida

Florida Today—
FloridaForever

The Florida Forever Program is
Florida's newest blueprint for conserv-
ing the stat€'s unique natural and cultural
resources. Forida is ranked fourth nationaly
in biodiversity, second in length of coadtline
(exceeded only by Alaska), first in the nation
and the world in number of first magnitude
springs, fourth in number of fresh water lakes,
and second in wetlands acres. Combine this
with the fact that its population is fourth largest
in the nation and one of the fastest growing,
and it is easy to understand why our ecosystems
are considered to be the most endangered of all
50 dates. Additionaly, over 12,000 years of
human habitation are recorded in Florida's
past, including periods of Native American,
Spanish, English, French and American cul-
tures. Florida is home to the oldest continuous
European settlement in America—St. August-
ine.

Florida has a long higtory of protecting its naturd
and cultura heritage and its programs to protect
these resources are some of the most aggressive
in the United States and the world. In the past 30
years, the State has spent over $3.7 hillion for
consarvation purposes. This has been accom-
plished through severd programs, including the
highly successful predecessor of FHorida Forever,
the Presarvation 2000 Program, which, in itsef,
was responghble for the public acquistion and
protection of 1.25 million acres of land. The
Florida Forever Program commits ancther $3
billion invesment over the next decade and
demongtrates the state’'s continuing unparaleed
commitment to protecting and retoring our vita
natural resources.

The new program aso continues to reach out to
other public and private entities for cooperative
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partnerships. Much of the success of previous
programs was a direct result of these partner-
ships. Some partners provided logistical or
management support, as well as direct acquis-
tion dollars. Private non-profits sometimes act
as intermediaries to facilitate land acquisition
transactions. Of Florida's 67 counties, 24 have
some kind of local land acquisition program.
Voters throughout Florida have approved loca
referenda to raise nearly $1.5 hillion to acquire
environmentally sensitive and recrestion lands.
These local government initiatives have dra-
matically enhanced the state’s ability to protect
its remaining important natural aress.

The Florida Forever Program will go even
further than its predecessors to provide future
generations of Horidians with a high qudity of
life. Its focus is broader, and includes greater
provisions for protecting water quality and
quantity and urban open space areas. Thanks to
the vison of Florida's leaders and citizens, and
to Forida Forever, resdents and visitors will
always be able to savor a glorious sunset from
sugar-sand beaches, camp in cool, protected
forests, and make their way across miles of
connected trails. Millions of Americans can
enjoy these experiences and know that we are
also continuing to protect and create safe
havens for Florida's many endangered and
threatened plants and animals. What we experi-
ence as Florida today will aso be our Florida
Forever. Contact: Dr. Greg Brock or Donna
Ruffner, Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (850) 487-1750.

...more State News on Page 5
Your State

Shareyour successstories. Let us
hear about innovative activities or

programs going on in your sate.
Send, Fax or E-mail your artidesto
Ed Leary, Presdent, ELRC.




ELRC Fall Conference, from page 1

" A “Cracker Barrel” session for members to share their experiences and to draw on
the experiences of others.

The conference adso promises to be an enjoyable experience for members and spouses, while
dill offering vauable learning opportunities about the past and future of Americas land use
practices.

" A baysde pig roast at First Landing State Park, the site where Captain John Smith
and other members of the Virginia Company first came ashore in the New World in 1607.

" A day a the Jamestown Settlement and Colonid Williamsburg festuring presenta-
tions on archaeologica endeavors and planning for the 2007 events with dinner a Shidd's
Colonid Tavern.

" A trip to Virginids Eagtern Shore and one of the country’s most significant migra-
tory bird routes during prime migratory Season.

" A vidt to one of the lagt, truly undisturbed, beaches on the Atlantic Coast.

" An evening reception a the Virginia Marine Science Museum.

S0 join us in Virginia Beach. Ther€'s no better time to vigt than in mid-October when the days are
warm and the evenings crisp.  For more information, contact Gary Waugh, Public Rdations Man-
ager, Department of Conservation and Recreation (804) 786-5045 or gwaugh@dcr.state.vaus

Tidewater -
/7 Hampton

Hampton

s ROQAS

Richmond

Williams

Chesapeake =

Mark your calendars NOW!

October 14-18, 2001 in Virginia Beach!
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Texas

Texas GLO Undertakes New
Urbanism Development

The Texas Generd Land Office (GLO) under-
dands the importance of the Smart Growth
principles thet are such a vitd part of the

New Urbanism movement. In

fat, one of the most chdlenging

projects undertaken by the Texas

GLO involved a 21-acre tract of land

in Audin owned by the Texas Depart-

ment of Mentd Hedth and Mentd Retar-

dation (MHMR), known as the Triangle. Lo-
caed in the centrd dty, this property is a vacant,
triangular idand of land with frontage on three
mgor aterids. The gSte is surrounded by deate
offices drip commerdd devdopment and sngle
and multi-family resdentid devdopment.

Given the location of the tract, the GLO began a
sies of public medings in 1994 to provide in
formation and solidt input from neighborhood
resdents and surrounding property owners. The
chief purpose of these meetings was to create a
patnership between the city government, neight
borhood residents and groups, the metropalitan
trangt authority and dl other groups with an in-
teres in this project. Community concamns re-
garding increased treffic, the nature of the devd-
opment and its potentid to change the character
of the adjacent neighborhoods led to a lengthy
negotiaion period.

Texas law authorizes the creation of a specid
board composed of representatives of the state
and locad government to develop a compro-
mise plan to subditute for zoning in such
cases. Recognizing the importance of achiev-
ing consensus on this development, GLO
hired a nationaly recognized consultant,
Cdthorpe and Associates, to assist in devising
a plan that balances the interests of the state
and city governments as wdl as dl individuds
and groups interested in the project.
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The revised project developed from that process
now fedures additiond resdentid, less retal, and
more public space configured as a mixed-use New
Urbanig infill devdlopment. After 4 years of work,
al paties are vary dose to a find agreement on the
project and, if dl goes as planned the dat€'s deve-
oper could bresk ground in 6 months.

The Triangle development was a new type of de-
velopment, requiring a new type of deve-
opment process devised by the GLO. This
project illudrates the importance of build-
ing public/private partnerships and using
them to produce a stronger, more economi-
cdly viable project.

The Assst Management Divison has pioneered
ways to gructure complex, performance-based
ground leases and sales contract that produce opti-
md finandd returns based on land vaue For
more information on the Triangle development or
other Asset Management projects, please cdl Bo
Tanner, Deputy Commissioner at (512) 463-9382.

School Fund Reaps Benefits
from Texas Power Program

The Texas Gengd Land Officg's innoveive new
State Power Program has ushered in a new age of
cooperation between the State of Texas and the
enagy indudry. This new Program dlows the
Land Commissoner to contract with energy com-
panies to convert date inkind oil and gas royd-
ties into dectriaty.

The State Power Program will increese the Land
Officg's contributions to the Permanent and
Avalable School Funds.  Electricity generated
from date roydty oil and ges is 0ld to public
schools a a discount, lowering ther operating
cods The cogt schoals pay for our dectricity,
even after a discount, results in an annud increese
in revenues for the Avallable School Fund, which
is digributed on a per capita bass anudly to dl

independent school  didricts.

...more State News on Page 6

.................................................................. Page 5



State News ...

Rdiat Energy of Hougton, our fird dectricd
provider, esimaes Houson area schoadls this
next year will save goproximady $5.8 million in
dectricd cods, while the Avallable School Fund
will recave dmog $12 million in additiond rev-
enues Multiply thet throughout the date and the
impact of the State Power Program on our
schools becomes dramdic.

Almog evary digible schod didrict briefed
about the State Power Program wants to partici-
pate. Once the program gets into high gear, we
anticipate impressive savings to our independent
school didricts and additiond income each year
for those same sthoals from the Available School
Fund. That's a winrwin for Texas taxpayers and,
more importantly, our schoolchildren.

While the people of Texas have expectations for
government to play a role as watchdog and regu-
letor, it does not mean government and industry
must be adversries. On the contrary, by working
in a cooperaive and condructive manner, gov-
emment can hdp ail the engine of indudry, as
proven by the actions taken during the lagt two
years & the Texas Gengd Land Office. Contact:
David Hdl, Deputy Commissoner for Energy
Resources (512) 463-5001.

Vermont

KateWillard Leads
Vermont’s Lands
Adminigration Section

We are pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Kate Willard to the podtion of
Lands Adminidration Section Chief with the
State Lands Divison, Department of Foredts,
Parks, and Recresation.

Kate started as Lands Acquisition Specidist in
1998 and came to the Agency from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Since that time, she has

been involved with many acquigtion prgjects for
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both the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the
Department of Forests, Parks, and Recregtion.

Kate will continue to be involved with acquis-
tions for the Agency as the chair of the Land
Acquistion Review Committee. She will adso
be assding with the adminidration of the
Vermont Forest Legacy Program, overseeing
surveying, mapping, and boundary mainte-
nance activities, and investigating boundary
disputes and encroachments on date lands.

For the time being, Kae will remain in her
present office and retain the same telephone
number (802) 241-3697.

Vermont General Assembly
Condders Trust Fund

The Vamont Agency of Naturd Resources
(ANR) currently manages more than 350,000
acres of dae-owned land. Property and facility
ownership cods assodated with these lands con-
tinues after acquigtion, yet current budgets do not
provide adequate funds to address ongoing man-
agement neads for these lands. The current ses-
gon of the Vamont Gengd Assambly is condd-
aing edablihing an ANR Lands & Fadlities
Trug Fund which would address these finan-
add nesds Legiddion authorizing the edab-
lishment of the fund has been passed by the
House and is currently in the Sendte.

This fund, etablished within the Sate
Treasurer’s office, would acoegpt gifts and grants
from individuds foundaions, corporaions and
date and federd agencies  The income would
be dedicated to the management of ANR lands
fadlities and recregtiond assts as pat of the
Trugt Investment Account. The Trust can acoept
rericted funds for specific purposes as desig-
nated by the donor. For the fird 3 years the
Commissioner of the Department of Foredts
Parks & Recredtion can spend no more than 5%

........................................................... ELRC Journal



of the prindpd, anudly, for immediate nesds
The Commissoner is required to esadlish priori-
ties for expenditures from the fund such as cod,
avalability of funds condition of the resource,
fadlity or infragructure, levd of usg levd of
public need, intent of the donor, and the ability to
protect or enhance a public invesment or re-
source.

The legidation proposes that recapts currently
generated from timber harvested on dtate-owned
lands, be redirected toward the sewardship of
Agency lands. At the presant time those recaipts
average $400,000 annudly are deposited in the
Generd Fund. Contact Ed Leary (802) 241-3683.

Virginia

Virginia Outdoors Foundation
Promotes Preservation of
Open-Space Lands

The Virginia Outdoors Foundation (VOF)
announced that 29,003 acres were placed in
permanent consarvaion essament with
the Foundation in 2000. This
number represents an increase of
more than 100% over any
previous individud year and
brings the total acreage under easement with VOF
to 170,012 acres in 64 locd jurisdictions. Last
year atotd of 191 separate easements were
recorded in 38 locdities around Virginia The
counties of Botetourt, Carrall, Lancedter, Page,
and Prince George, as wdl as the City of
Winchedter, gained thar firgd easements in 2000.

Properties protected by easement lagt year include
fams, vineyards, and forest lands, properties
within the Southwest Mountains Nationd Rurd
Higoric Didrict, 9x Civil War Batlefidds
(Kerngown, Third Winchester, Brandy Station,
Cedar Mountain, Toms Brook, McDowel), lands
forming the settings of Naiond Hidoric Regiger
houses, as wel as frontage dong scenic roads and
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senic rivers A number of ggnificant public
drinking water supply watersheds in the James
River and Potomac drainage gained protection, as
did aress in the watershed of the Jackson River,
ggnificant dete trout waters Over 95% of the
land protected by VOF s consarvation easements
is located in the Chesapeske Bay watershed.

The Open-Space Lands Preservation Trust Fund,
adminigered by VOF, which reimburses
landowners for codts associated with conveying an
essemat with an emphags on family farming
landowners of modest means, assisted by
supplying funds to twenty families  The fund
aded in the presarvaion of Webourne in
Loudoun County, an higoric 570 acre fam on
State Scenic Goose Creek that has been farmed by
the same family for 170 years a higoric James
River fam in Chales City County contaning bad
esgle neding grounds an important wildife
corridor area on the border of Page and Warren
counties, and productive fams in Amhed, Prince
George, and Montgomery counties and others.
The Open-Space Presarvation Trugt
Fund has purchased a limited number
of essaments primaily on family
¢ fams Funding is awerded on a
comptitive bads

The VOF promotes the preservation
of open-gpace lands and encourages
the preservdion of naurd, scenic, higoric,
scientific, open-gpace and recredtiond aress of the
Commonwedth.  Voluntary consarvation
easaments, permanent agreements  between
individud landowners and a holder such as VOF,
are usd to accomplish this misson.  Easament
donations which make up the large mgority of
essaments granted in 2000, may enable donors to
recaive federd income tax deductions and Virginia
date tax credits in addition to edate tax exdusons
which ad families in kegping fams and cther rurd
properties in the family for generations to come.
Contact Tamara Vance (540) 951-2822.



On the Federal Front...(from page 2) Directory Updates:

At the Mesdowood dte BLM would conduct Zf?ase rEarI; 3|/|our_copyhof the November 2000 EL RC Directory to
. reflect the following changes:

resource management planning and prepare a
menegamat plan in hamony with surounding MASSACHUSETTS

community i The P Change ..... Executive Office of Environmenta Affairs, 251
|6T.Iii tee ad tylrteresls p,UIC IS Causeway Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114
beng enoouaged to DHUGFHG in the Fia“rg Ole M. Admundsen*, Assistant Director of Land
process May resdents and groups have publidy Policy, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

esed pport O|OOSGC| . i Environmental Management Department,
expr U . fd.the .pr azqwsﬂon. &a 251 Causeway Street, Suite 700, Boston, MA 02114
means of protecting Sgnificant open oece while mass.parks@state ma.us
providng low-intensty recrestiond  gpportunities NEW YORK
) ) Replace ..... John P. Cahill, Commissioner, Environmental

The 8,000-acre Mason Neck peninsula, gpproxi- Conservation Department with Erin M. Crotty
I’I‘de 18 miles south of Waeh'ngon, DC, isd varter? BS:)a\‘/j?sey[‘)]lrg:;o(; Division of Mineral Resources
the gte of Gungon Hall, higtaric home of George James K. Jensen, Chief, Bureau of Real Property,
Mason |V, author of the Virginia Bill of Rights Division of Lands & Forests, Environmental
Public uses on Mason Neck indude the Mason Corgati ienlDlE peliers

Phone: (518) 457-7670; Fax: (518) 485-8784

Neck Nationd Wildife Refuge maneged by the
U.S Fish and Wildife Savice, Mason Neck Siate \éspT;geONTbhn Kassel with Scott Johnstone, Secretar
o wi ] Y,
%W by ﬁewm dtb\//l'[}*r?ena sjohnstone@fpr.anr.state.vt.us
ick Bay Regiond Park managed

Northem Virginia Regiond Pak Authority. WEST VIRGINIA

Jim Jones*, Chief of Real Estate Management and

Coopardive manegamat of this rurd aea Executive Secretary, West Virginia Public Land
provides 5,&1) acres for recregtion while protexi— Corporation, Division of Natural Resources, Bldg 3,
. . . Room 643, 1900 Kanawah Boulevard East, Charles-
ing neturdl resources. Hebitat is provided for ton, WV 25305, Phone: (304) 558-3225, emal:
migaory and resdat waafow, bed eege jjones@dnr state.wv.us
nesting, fesding, and roosting, and enhencement of | | scongin
oedies dversty far a vaidy of wildife induding Change ..... Doug LaFollette, email:
blue heron, wood ducks scresch owls bluebirds, doug.lafollette@sos.state.wi.us
and tree frogs  Contact: Gayle Gordon, *Kkey contact

I Send all changesto the Directory to Cathy Rodine, BLM, Eastern States,
State Director, BLM, Eastern States 7450 Boston Boulevard, Springfield, VA 22153 FAX (703) 440-1722
(703) 440-1700. e-mail: Cathy_Rodine@es.bim.gov.

Ed Leary, President

Eastern Lands & Resources Council (ELRC)
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

103 South Main Street

Waterbury, VT 05671
www.elrc.org



